
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Rowan Veterinary Centre 
“where pets come first” 

 

Hillock Lane 
Freckleton 

Preston 
Lancashire 

PR4 1TP 
01772 639800 

 
The Old Bank 

369 Whitegate Drive 
Blackpool 
FY3 9PH 

01253 766352 

If you have any concerns regarding side effects 
and the administration of medication, contact 
your vet. 
 

What are the implications? 
 

Studies have shown that failure to address the 
problem of antibiotic resistance 
could result in an estimated 10 
million deaths globally by 2050 
at a cost of £66trillion 
($100trillion) to the global 
economy. 
 
Antibiotic resistance: 
 
• Threatens our ability to cure common 

infectious diseases such as pneumonia, 
tuberculosis and gonorrhoea. 

• Threatens to undermine major medical 
advances such as surgeries, treatment of 
cancer patients and care of preterm 
babies. 

• Threatens our ability to reach global health 
goals such as reduction of child mortality 
and improvement of maternal health. 
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Consulting Times 
 

Hillock Lane Surgery 
 

Monday to Friday 
8.30am to 6.30pm 

 
Saturday 

8.30am to 1pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blackpool Surgery 
 

Monday to Friday 
8.30am to 6pm 

 
 

Why not download our new app, PetsApp.  Order 
medication, book an appointment, ask for advice, sends 
pictures, pay for products and services and much, much 

more! 
 

 

Hillock Lane Blackpool 
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Antibiotics:  what they are what 

they do. 
 

Just like with 
humans, 
antibiotics are 
used to treat or 
prevent some 
types of 
bacterial 
infection.  They 
work by killing 

bacteria or 
preventing them from spreading, but they do not 
work for everything. 
 

Antibiotics (or antimicrobials) are essential in 
veterinary and human medicine to treat disease.  
However, it’s VERY important that we safeguard 
the use of existing antibiotics and develop new 
ones. 
 

Antibiotics are vital to treating and preventing the 
disease in animals and humans.  Every time an 
antibiotic is used, it 
increases the risk 
of a bacteria 
developing 
resistance to it. 
 

Once bacteria are 
resistant, the 
antibiotic is 
ineffective and can 
no longer treat the 
disease.  The development of new antimicrobials 

What shouldn’t antibiotics be 

used for? 
 

Antibiotics are no longer routinely used to treat 
infections because: 
 

• Many infections are caused by viruses so 
antibiotics are not effective. 

• Antibiotics are often unlikely to speed up the 
healing process and can cause side effects. 

• The more antibiotics are used to treat trivial 
conditions, the more likely they are to become 
ineffective for treating more serious conditions. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many antibiotics are prescribed and used for mild 
infections when they don’t need to be! 

 

What can I do as a pet 

owner? 
 

There are few new antibiotic drugs 
being developed, especially in 
veterinary medicine, so it’s essential 
that we preserve the effectiveness of ALL 

 Here’s how you can do your part: 
 

• Talk to your vet about the responsible use of 
antibiotics and other antimicrobials for your 
animal’s health. 

• Trust your veterinarian to determine when and 
if your animals need treatment with antibiotics. 

• If you cannot administer as directed, let your 
vet know.  Sometimes if a tablet can’t be 
administered there are other routes of 
administration. 

• If your vet does prescribe drugs for your animal, 
follow the prescription instructions to the 
letter.  Give the correct dose at the right 
interval and continue for 
the full number of days 
prescribed by the vet.  
Don’t skip doses and 
don’t save any 
medication for later use. 

• If your pet gets 
diarrhoea whilst on the 
prescribed course, let 
your vet know.  
Antibiotics can disrupt 
the gut’s natural 
bacteria so they 
may need a probiotic to use in conjunction 

     with the antibiotic. 
• Never give an animal or group of animals 

medication that was prescribed for another 
animal or group of animals. 

 

Most importantly 
 

DO NOT STOP A COURSE OF ANTIBIOTICS UNLESS 
ADVISED BY A VETERINARY PROFESSIONAL. 
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